
                                                                                 

       

              

      

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
      
 

Conservation Mission Statement 
"To advocate, educate and assist people in responsible land management and agricultural practices that conserve  

and improve air, soil and water quality  

and fish and wildlife habitat for present and future generations." 
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From the District Manager 

 

 

 

It seems (at least today), that summer weather may actually be here – finally!  But as we all know, 

by the time you get this newsletter that could have already changed. 

  

This is a very busy time of year for everyone including all of us here at the district. One of the main 

focuses we will be working on over the next several months is updating the district’s Long Range 

(5-year) Plan.  The purpose of the plan is to set priorities and goals for ACCD.  This will include 

setting the direction the District wants to go in the future by determining how to best spend our 

money, which programs to offer, etc. With funding becoming more and more competitive, 

accountability to our funding sources will be increased.  This means in order to continue getting 

funding, we must demonstrate that funding is being utilized in the best way possible. During this 

process we will also be reviewing our existing cost-share policies and rates. Your input on these 

issues is very important so we will be sure and notify you when these meetings are scheduled. 

  

Thank you to everyone who attended the ACCD Annual Meeting. It was again a big success. We 

want to send a “very special thank you” to all of our sponsors and presenters who make this event 

possible. 

 

On behalf of all of us here at ACCD, we hope you have a very happy  

Fourth of July and enjoyable summer! 
 

 

Sandy Cunningham 
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Board of Supervisors 
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Keith Ausman 
 

Vice-Chairman 
Levi Luhn 
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Jerry Hendrickson 
 

Secretary 
Ron Scheibe 

 
Member 

Rod Hostetler 
 

Associate Supervisors 
Don Dotson 

Jay Holzmiller 
Elaine Nagle 
Ashlee Heger 

 
District Staff 

Sandy Cunningham 
District Manager 
Megan Stewart 

Financial Coordinator / Res. Tech. 
Casey Scott 

Resource Technician / CREP 
Mike Miraglio 

Resource Technician / Firewise 
Pat Worle 

Office Assistant 
 

NRCS Staff 
Jim Schroeder 

Courtney B. Smith 
 

Board Meetings 
All District Board meetings are open to the 
general public and are normally held on the 
Thursday of the first full week of the month 

and the Thursday of the third full week. 
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. during the winter 
(Nov – Mar) and at 7:30 p.m. during daylight 
savings time (Apr – Oct).  Meetings are held 

at the District Office located at 720 6th Street, 
Suite B, in Clarkston, WA. 

 

WASHINGTON 

WITHOUT NOXIOUS WEEDS 

IS A WONDERFUL SIGHT! 

 

www.nwcb.wa.gov 

 

 

 NNEEWW  PPRROOGGRRAAMM!!!!!!  
 

The Asotin County Conservation District is 
rolling out the 2012-2014 CRP Take Out 
Residue Management Program.  We will be 
accepting applications through August 5, 2011 
for this program.  Acres eligible for this 
program must have been previously enrolled in 
the USDA Conservation Reserve Program and 
being converted to crop production ground 
utilizing direct seeding/no-till/minimum-till 
practices.  The goal of this program is to 
reduce erosion from cropland. Landowners 
participating in this program will receive an 
economic incentive payment of $45 per acre 
for the first year and $26 per acre for the 
second and third years.  The enrolled acres 
must meet the Residue Management standard 
set by NRCS throughout the length of the 
program.  There will also be cost 
reimbursement for soil samples taken during 
the program.  Cooperators interested in this 
program should contact Megan at the District 
prior to August 5, 2011 for more details 
including how to apply.   

 
            

 

 

The ACCD would like to express our appreciation 

to Rich Witters who has served on the District 

Board of Supervisors since 2007.  It was with 

regret that the Board accepted Rich’s resignation 

due to work commitments.   

 

Levi Luhn was welcomed to the Board of 

Supervisors and we all look forward to working 

with him. 

 

http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/


 

The 2011 ACCD Annual Meeting was held Thursday, March 31, 2011 at Floch Hall, Asotin 

County Fairgrounds – Asotin, WA 

 

The District THANKS the following 2011 Sponsors, whose generous donations contributed to 

an excellent Meeting, Lunch and great Door Prizes!! 

AG Pro ~ Blue Mountain Agriculture ~ CLD Pacific Grain 

Casey Hagenah ~ Columbia Grain ~ Dick and Della Allen 

Fuch’s Flowers & Gifts ~ McGregor Co. ~ Nu-Chem 

Primeland ~ Rooster’s Landing ~ Schurman’s True Value 
Snyder Fence ~ Western Forest Systems 

 

Our THANKS and APPRECIATION to our Guest Speakers 

whose excellent presentations were enjoyed by all who attended!! 

Lisa Naylor, RC&D ~ Dr. Don Nelson, WSU Extension Beef Specialist 

Mark Graves, Corps of Engineers ~ Nelle Murray, Asotin County Weed Board 

Jim Schroeder, NRCS ~ Emily Ruchert, FSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The District would like to express our appreciation to all those who attended.  

There was a great turnout of folks 
and an especially good barbecued beef lunch catered by Rosies Ribs! 

Thank you Mike Busch, Rosies Ribs, for the great lunch!! 

 



 

 

       
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Meadow Hawkweed 
 

To date, meadow hawkweed has not been found in Asotin 
County.  However, Wallowa County has been battling this weed 
for nine years.  Treating and retreating infestation sites and 
extensive surveys in surrounding areas has slowed the spread 
of this aggressive European invader  - but has not stopped it.  
Meadow hawkweed takes over higher elevation pastures and 
meadows (2,000 plus feet) and riparian areas.  Hawkweed 
forms a solid mat that can choke out other plants.  The wind 
borne seeds allow rapid spread to new areas.  Runners and 
rhizomes allow rapid domination of new sites by forming new 
plants adjacent to the parent plant. 
 
Washington Department of Agriculture funded surveys in the 
Grouse Flats area for high priority weed species for 2011.  The 
Asotin survey team found meadow hawkweed June 15 on 
Grouse Flats, ¼ mile south of the Asotin County boundary.  
Asotin volunteers and Oregon weed crews worked all day on 
Sunday, June 19, to treat the site and survey the surrounding 
areas. 
 
Meadow Hawkweed is a creeping perennial plant with fibrous 
roots. A rosette of leaves on the ground will have 2-8 flower 
stems. Meadow Hawkweed can take root and form new plants 
through rhizomes (underground horizontal stems) or 
runners (above-ground stems - like strawberry plants do).  
Slender flower stems have terminal clusters of small dandelion-
like yellow flowers. Hawkweed seeds look very similar to 
Dandelion seeds and are spread by wind. Stems contain a 
milky sap and are usually bare of leaves. Leaves grow at the 
base of the plant and are narrow, 4-6 inches long, dark green 
above and lighter green below. 
All parts of this plant are lightly covered with fine hairs. There 
is a native Hawkweed that looks very similar but it is very hairy, 
does not have stolons or rhizomes and usually does not grow in 
thick patches. 
 
Small infestations of meadow hawkweed can be eradicated by 
careful and repeated digging out of the rosettes and roots. Do 
not scatter the roots, stolons or rhizomes: they will start new 
plants. Mowing is ineffective!  Fertilizer can help natives out 
compete hawkweed. Spring treatments, with both herbicide 
andnitrogen fertilizer, work best. Picloram (Tordon 22k), 
Clopyralid (i.e. Transline, Redeem) or Aminopyralid (Milestone) 
should be applied after most of the basal leaves emerge, but 
before flower buds form. Fall treatments should also be 
effective for these chemicals, but research is limited. 
 

 

 

Submitted by: Nelle Murray, Coordinator,  
Asotin County Noxious Weed Control Board 

and Mark Porter,  
Watershed Stewardship Director,  

Wallowa Resources 

 



 

2011 ASOTIN / GARFIELD ENVIROTHON  

 
On Thursday, April 28

th
, 2011 the Asotin County Conservation District held our annual Envirothon at Chief 

Timothy Park.  This is the fourteenth year that the District has put on an Envirothon for Southeast 

Washington high schools.   It’s a fun event for us at the District.  We keep a connection with the high school 

teachers and students and the students learn about natural resource conservation.  The Envirothon is a 

national program generously sponsored by Canon Office Equipment.  Our local winning team continued on 

to state competition this year at Stanwood, WA on Puget Sound. 

 

                   Orientation                                                        Chief Timothy Park 

                              
 

 

This year we had two teams from Pomeroy High School join in the Envirothon for the first time, along with 

five teams from Clarkston High School.  The national theme this year was freshwater and saltwater estuaries 

and our local Envirothon reflected that topic throughout the event.  The day started out with Del Groat 

talking about the lifecycles of salmon and steelhead in the Snake River along with the physiological changes 

they make as smolts and back again as adults as they go from fresh water to salt water and back to fresh 

water.  Courtney Smith gave the students a thoughtful test on the theme topic “Estuaries”.  The oral 

presentation topic this year was to present one idea or concept that would attract more folks to Chief Timothy 

Park without having a big impact on the existing ecology of the park.  All students must participate in the 

oral presentation for their team to score high. This is not an easy assignment as the students are given twenty 

five minutes to prepare a presentation on a subject they did not know in advance.   The rest of the Envirothon 

presented even more challenges as the kids went on to soil, forestry and wildlife stations. 

 

 

   Estuaries  Environmental               

                        
          Forestry      Wildlife      

                       
                  Soils                        Presentation 

                                                    Set-up and Dismantle Crew 

 

 

 

 



 

This year’s winning Envirothon team scoring the highest through all the tests and presentations was from 

Clarkston High School.   Team members were Ashlie McClintock, Chris Davidson, Kayla Mainwaring, 

Summer Millage, Samantha Lenz, and Andrew Simpson. Congratulations to the winning team!   All the 

students this year had great attitudes and lots of enthusiasm – even during the very windy moments. 

 

 
 

 

The first place team from Pomeroy High School was Mitch McGreevy, Jose Cruz, Mike Wymore, Blaine 

Barber. 

  
 

 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who make it possible for the Envirothon to be a great hands on 

learning event.   Washington Fish and Wildlife has created the Wildlife Station every year.   This year we got 

help from the Forest Service, NRCS Pomeroy, Asotin PUD, the entire NRCS staff in our office, and our 

Conservation District staff and supervisors.   Special thanks to Blue Mountain RC&D for their generous 

contribution toward footing the bill and for their ongoing encouragement and assistance in putting on the 

Envirothon.   Also to Northwest Land Management and Jerry Pinkerton for providing the facilities at Chief 

Timothy free of charge.  It was a great day and a good time was had by all!  We look forward to next year – 

watch the website at www.asotincd.net  and our quarterly newsletter for updates and information about our 

local, annual Envirothon.  

 

 

 

http://www.asotincd.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You!  

To everyone who participated in the 

2011 Asotin County Conservation 

District Tree Sale! 

Our appreciation goes to 

The Asotin County Master Gardeners, 

Julie Swank, Jim Schroeder, 

Courtney Smith 

and Board Supervisors – Keith 

Ausman and Jerry Hendrickson 

for all their help during the Tree 

Sale! 

See you next Year! 

 

 

 

Don't Forget Your 2011 Agricultural Burn Permit! 
 
 
Just a reminder that burning by commercial agricultural operations requires a permit except when burning 
orchard prunings, natural vegetation along fence lines, irrigation and drainage ditches or natural vegetation 

blown by the wind. A grower must still comply with their fire protection authorityôs notification/approval 
process prior to igniting any outdoor fire even if an air quality permit is not required. Two types of 
commercial agricultural permits are available. Spot burn permits, which are available through the District, 
allow burning of up to 10 acres total area of unforeseen and unpredictable small areas such as small weed 
patches, spots of heavy residue, and equipment plugs and dumps. Field burn permits are issued for any 
burning which is definable and predictable. Any individual burn area, which consists of over 10 contiguous 
acres, would be considered a field and requires a field permit. Permits are issued by the Dept. of Ecology. 

Applications are available at the District office.    
 

New fees effective January 1, 2011 
Spot Burning - $30 for 10 acres or less. 
Field burning - $30 for the first 10 acres. 

And $3 for each additional acre. 
Please contact Casey Scott at the ACCD Office with any questions at 509-758-8012 or 

caseyaccd@cableone.net 

 

 

GRASSED FIELD 

BUFFER PROGRAM 

We are currently working with funding sources to 
create a new program for 2011-2013.  The 
Grassed Buffer Program will provide an annual 
incentive payment to cooperators to maintain a 
grass buffer around the perimeter of fields 
bordering highly erodible rangeland.  The buffer 
shall be a minimum of 30 feet and a maximum of 
60 feet wide and will not be part of the adjacent 
cropland rotation.  There will be an annual 
payment per acre for each year of the program 
that the buffer is maintained and is left specifically 
for wildlife habitat.  Buffers will receive reduced 
payment per acre if grazing, haying or mowing 
takes place.  The District is taking applications for 
the program.   

If you are interested in this program please 
contact Megan at 509-758-8012 or 
meganaccd@cableone.net. 

 

 

FORESTRY COST SHARE PROGRAM 

  

The District still has forestry cost share money 

available for landowners to improve their 

timberlands or to create defensible space around 

their forest homes.  The District will reimburse 

75% of your actual cost with per acre not to exceed 

rates.   You can do the work or contract it out.   

Now is a great time to give the district a call at 509-

758-8012 to schedule a site visit. 

 

mailto:caseyaccd@cableone.net?subject=Question%20from%20ACCD%20website
mailto:meganaccd@cableone.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             
 

Conservation District Tour Day 2011 
   A good time was had by the few who dared to be out on a gorgeous day June 23

rd
.  The group got to see a solar well and pipeline 

system at Luhn Cattle LLC located on the southside of 10 mile Creek.  This system  will deliver water to a ridge 850 vertical feet 

above the stream.  It will have two pumps, one for the well, and another in the storage tank across the creek which will deliver water 

to a storage tank on top of the ridge.  There will be 3 troughs that will provide water to a pasture that previously had no water other 

than the creek.  The steelhead bearing stream corridor had been previously enrolled into the CREP program by Luhn’s.  The 2
nd

 stop 

was to review the meander reconstruction work performed on the lower end of George Creek at Casey Hagenah’s in 2005.  This 

spring was the first time since construction that the stream had experienced flood flows.  The upper half of the project has 

established a good riparian vegetation component with willow planting performed after the channel work was completed.  These 

have provided good root mass and soil cohesion to stabilize the stream banks and provide quality fish habitat.  The lower half has 

some areas where riparian vegetation is still needed to provide channel stability.  The site has been reviewed by technical folks from 

NRCS West Technical Center at Portland and proposals for revegetation and stabilization work will be forth coming.  Before lunch 

we looked at a CRP field at the top of the Cloverland grade that has been accepted back into the new program.  The field is currently 

being chem. fallowed by Claassen Brothers and will be seeded this winter or early next spring to a native grass mix with a legume.  

There was some good discussion regarding the validity of changing CRP cover types.  At lunch the group participated in a 

discussion with FSA’s new CED Geremy Nelson and Dr. Aaron Carter, WSU Winter Wheat Breeder.  Following lunch it was a trip 

up to Jeff Johnson’s to view the WSU winter wheat variety trials where additional discussion regarding leaf stripe rust was held.   

 

                                            
 

 
 

CRP Signup #41 Results 

 

    Asotin County accepted 7198 acres into CRP in the newly completed general signup.  A total of 39 contracts will be established 

from the 45 applications that the County accepted.  Of the 39 accepted applications, 8 were from newly offered croplands.  “I felt 

the sign up was very successful, and worth waiting for”, stated Geremy Nelson from FSA Asotin/Garfield County CED.  That 

brings the County back to the 25% cropland base limitation, and will not be eligible for additional acreage until existing contracts 

expire in the fall of 2012.  It is unknown at this point whether or not there will be a general signup in 2012.  Those participants with 

accepted applications will work to complete conservation plans with NRCS this summer prior to contract completion with FSA in 

September.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

   SMALL ACREAGE PROGRAM 

The Asotin County Conservation District has been offering a cost-share program to assist landowners 

with addressing resource concerns on properties with 1 to 20 acres. The District's goal is to provide 

cost-share based on cost rates set by the board of supervisors. Recently the District increased the rate 

for fencing in order to be reflective of actual implementation costs. 

Financial assistance is available for water developments, cross fence, heavy use area protection, 

windbreaks, roof runoff systems and pasture planting. The small acreage program is still limited to 
$8,000 per landowner and is available on a first come first served basis. 

Landowners interested in the small acreage program; please contact Megan Stewart at the District at 
758-8012 or meganaccd@cableone.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Increased CREP Cost-Share Rates 

 

¶ Water Development:  

From $3,000 to $3,600  

(total reimbursement of $7,200) 

 

¶ Pipeline:  

From $2,000 to $2,400  

(total of reimbursement $4,800) 

 

¶ Livestock Watering Facilities:  

From $2,000 to $2,400  

(total reimbursement of $4,800) 

 

Contact Casey Scott at the 

ACCD District Office 

509-758-8012 or 

caseyaccd@cableone.net 

for information and assistance. 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2011 FORESTRY TOUR 
 

The Blue Mountain Chapter of the Washington 

Farm Forestry Association is having a Forestry Tour on 

Saturday, September 17
th

 in Anatone, Washington.   The 

tentative agenda is to visit precommercial stand 

improvement projects and to talk to landowners about their 

experiences with thinning projects.   We will look at one 

fuel reduction project that will serve as a good example of 

what a defensible space project on your ground might look 

like. 

A barbeque lunch will be served at noon and then 

we will travel to Jay Holzmillers’ ground for a live 

demonstration of small landowner logging (Flintstone 

Logging).   Jay has done a lot of projects over the years on 

his timber ground and loves to tell folks about them. 

 There is room in the schedule for one more stop 

or subject to be included.   If you have a project you want 

to show or a forestry topic you would like to see covered 

let me know and I will try to line up an expert.    Please 

call Mike Miraglio – 509-758-8012 –  at the District for 

information. 

 

 
A Spring Walk-About In Timber Country 

 Clarkston Elementary School Class 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:meganaccd@cableone.net?subject=Question%20or%20Comment%20from%20ACCD%20site
mailto:caseyaccd@cableone.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

   

Asotin County Conservation District 

720 6
th
 St., Suite B 

Clarkston, WA  99403 

509-758-8012 

www.asotincd.net 

 

Upcoming Dates 

 

7/4/2011       July 4
th

 Holiday     

       Office Closed 

 

 

7/7/2011       ACCD Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

7/21/2011    ACCD Board Meeting  7:30 pm 

 

Wolves in Your Backyard 

Friday, July 1 at 7:00 PM 

 
 
 
The Asotin County Cattlemen  
invite you to attend their discussion  
led by Dan Sangster of Anatone, WA and Rod Childers of 
Enterprise, OR  
about the wolves in the Blue Mountains and Wallowa 
County.  The meeting  
will be at Asotin County Courthouse Annex on 2

nd
 Street in 

Asotin, WA. 
 
Contact Jerry Hendrickson at 243-4404 if you have any 
questions. 

 

 

http://www.asotincd.net/

